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hen Kidd Chris arrived at WYSP/Philadelphia from morn-
ings at rock sister KSRX/San Antonio in August 2005 to
helm a late afternoon/early evening shift, he thought he had
finally hit the radio lottery.The one-two punch of Howard
Stern and active rock was yielding potent ratings for the CBS
Radio station.

“I was finally going to a station that was a
winner,” he says. “I didn’t have to build it and
could slide right into it and go. However, a
short time after that I found out that we were
flipping to talk as Free FM . . .Yuck! I think
we all knew it wasn’t going to last.”

The Free FM talk experiment on WYSP and
other CBS Radio stations, fueled by Stern’s
January 2006 departure to satellite radio, last-
ed approximately two years in Philly.The sta-
tion’s ratings promptly tanked. The guy talk
format began to unravel last July when veter-
an programmer John Cook, who worked with
Kidd Chris in San Antonio, was named ’YSP
PD. Cook subsequently brought the rock back
to the station in September, said goodbye to the
syndicated Opie & Anthony morning show in
late October and moved Kidd Chris from
afternoons to mornings a month later, along
with bringing back Brett “Spike” Eskin from
Emmis alternative WKQX
(Q101.1)/Chicago. He also hired Jennifer
Reed for afternoons and Gordon in nights.

Chris says the combination of Cook coming
aboard, David Yadgaroff in the VP/GM position
and Dan Mason at the top of the CBS Radio
food chain “added to my confidence level
tremendously. All of a sudden the station was
back to being about programming.”

Chris adds that the Free FM days were not
exactly good times inside the WYSP building
at Fifth and Market Streets. When the
announcement was made that the station
would return to rock, he says he was initially
skeptical. Ultimately, it was a real eye-opener
for him.

“The station’s programming was on the
ropes and our deal was coming up last
August,” Chris says. “We would have been
going somewhere else, even though I’ve
worked for [CBS Radio and predecessor
Infinity Broadcasting] for a long time. But with
Dan, David and John here, all of the ducks were
in place and it was an easy decision to stay and
move to mornings. Those are three guys that
want to win as badly as I do.”

What Will It Take To Win?
Students of Philadelphia radio—and Chris
himself—know that “The Kidd Chris Show”
has a hard row to hoe in mornings with its
sights set on the leading rock morning show in
the market, Preston & Steve on Greater Media
active rock WMMR (see sidebar).

So what does Chris think will ultimately
make his show stand out from the competition?

“I think the fact that we talk about our per-
sonal lives and rip on ourselves as much as we
do is what will separate us from the other
shows in town,” Chris says. “And I think guys
on a construction site, for instance, talk that
way and that’s what they expect from us.” He
adds, “A caller would never make it past
Preston & Steve’s producer to tell them that
their last segment sucked or that they are los-
ers. Calls like that make it on our show daily.
We’re more into doing human-interest things
than some of the more hokey things you’ll hear
on the morning airwaves in this town.”

Chris has been relentless with his on-air
slamming of Preston & Steve.

“We’ve done things like tape a segment
where Preston & Steve were comparing dip-
ping sauces for about 20 minutes and we made
an imaging piece out of it where we said, ‘So,
this is No. 1 in Philly?’ ”

Chris says his show also recently infiltrated
the WMMR morning show when porn actress
Mary Carey was a guest there and brought
along a “love slave” who was actually a “Kidd
Chris Show” fan and who proceeded to shout
out the name of his favorite morning show.
WMMR PD Bill Weston says that Kidd Chris’
name never made it on his airwaves—it was
dumped—but it did make the Internet stream.
“Needless to say, Preston & Steve went crazy
and quickly went to a break and screamed at
Mary,” Chris says.“We’ve also had some of our
fans disrupt a few of their other jocks’ appear-
ance.”

“Jackass”-type antics play a major role on
Chris’ show.Take the KY Slip & Slide, where
girls in swimsuits are greased up in KY Jelly
and slide across the station hallway’s plastic-
coated floor in a competition to see who can
slide the furthest. Then there’s Office Chair
Jousting, which speaks for itself.

“I’ve had many people ask us why we hurt
ourselves doing these things, but that’s what it’s
all about,” Chris says.“However,” he adds,“we
also don’t do blatantly obvious things that
would hurt people or property.” (Pictures and
video from these and other “events” can be
seen on the “Kidd Chris Show” page at
wysp.com.)

Antics aside, Chris says the entire station staff
is glad the rock is back,“but we also know that
it’s more about what’s in between the songs
that is going to make us win.”

Chris says he is comfortable in his new
morning skin and for the first time feels he has
a chance to make a radio home.

“I want to finally get to the point here in
Philly where I’m done moving in my career
and can establish the show. I want to be the
show that has people coming after it, rather
than us being the one to go after everyone else.
For the longest time I felt we were the ‘fix it’
show, then we would move on to the next
place. And it’s really odd that I can’t say any-
thing bad about this company right now
[laughs]. It will take some time for us to grow,
we all know that, but right now we’re having
fun.” r

AQH Share Persons 18-34:
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holiday ’07-January ’08-February
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Greater Media active rock

WMMR’s Preston & Steve: 9.6-

11.2-9.4-11.0-11.8

Clear Channel alternative WRFF:

10.5-9.1-8.1-6.0-5.1

CBS Radio active rock WYSP’s

“Kidd Chris Show”: 3.4-3.3-4.5-

5.7-5.5

Greater Media classic rock

WMGK’s John DeBella: 4.3-2.6-

1.6-1.6-2.2

Source: Arbitron’s PPM
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about our
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